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CHAIR’S COMMENT 

Dear ILS Members, 

Happy New Year! We ended the year 2021 by 

producing successful programs with the Law Society 

of Ireland and with the Association of Business 

Lawyers in Malaysia. We are also sponsoring the 

California International Arbitration Week (CIAW) from 

March 14 to 18, 2022 which is available for free. So, 

save the date and join us at the CIAW.  

We are hoping to continue the momentum into 2022. 

On January 19, 2022, Bill Gay (the ILS immediate 

past chair) will be 

presenting a webinar 

on Cannabis and 

Hemp: Opportunities 

and Pitfalls for the 

Foreign Investor at 

12 noon PST. Later, 

at 5pm PST on 

January 19, 2022, 

our friends from the 

Osaka Bar 

Association will be presenting a webinar on 

commercial leasing in Japan. Do not miss these 

informative programs. Currently we are in talks with 

the Milan Bar Association to produce a webinar in the 

second quarter of this year regarding foreign direct 

investments in Europe, Italy and California. More will 

be revealed in due course. 

This is also the time of the year when you are 

reminded to renew your CLA membership for 2022. 

Please join ILS when renewing your CLA 

membership for 2022. ILS is looking forward to a new 

year of exciting programs in collaboration with our 

foreign bar friends. We expect the 2022 CLA Annual 

Meeting in San Diego to include several foreign 

delegations and opportunities for our members to 

engage with them. 

We are also looking for volunteers to join the ILS 

Executive Committee for 2022-2023. This is an 

excellent opportunity for you to meet with various 

practitioners in international and immigration law and 

interact with our foreign bar friends from countries 

ranging from Spain, France, Hong Kong, Japan, Italy, 

Malaysia to Vietnam. Many of the Executive 
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Committee members continue to be actively involved 

with ILS even after their term has ended due to the 

lifelong bond that they have created.  

On February 1, 2022, we will be welcoming the Year 

of the Water Tiger. It is said that the Year of the Tiger 

will be about making big changes. It will be a year of 

risk-taking and adventure. We hope that this means 

that 2022 will turn out better than 2021. We wish you 

and your loved ones a happy, healthy and prosperous 

new year. 

Tiffany Heah1 

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE 

(COMMERCIAL) AND PUBLIC LAW 

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

This column focuses on developments of note that 

impact California transnational legal practice. While 

the developments below were collected by the editors 

during the period of October 2021 to January 2022, 

the ILS NEWS welcomes Section members bringing 

other developments to our attention and invites 

readers to contribute related short updates. 

California’s New International Trade 

Representatives  

Diana Dominguez is the new Trade and 

Investment Representative for the Americas, 

Australia and New Zealand  

Diana has been with the California Governor’s Office 

of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) 

since 2015. In her prior role as the Special Advisor for 

International Affairs and Trade, she managed the 

international partnerships and export development 

planning of GO-Biz’s International Affairs and 

Business Development unit, in addition to serving as 

the primary manager of GO-Biz and the California 

Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) in 

overseeing the implementation of California State 

Trade Expansion Program (STEP)-funded activities. 

Diana formerly served as the International Special 

 

1 Attorney at Law, Law Office of Tiffany Heah, APC 

Projects Manager at the Northern California Center 

for International Trade Development (CITD) from 

2009 to 2015, where she organized foreign training 

delegations. She assisted the Director in leading over 

one hundred trade missions to and from California. 

Diana also served as the Statewide Agriculture Co-

Coordinator to implement the Memorandum of 

Agreement between the CITD and the California 

Department of Food and Agriculture. She holds a 

bachelor’s degree in political science from the 

University of California, Davis. 

Jonathan Ziegler is the new Trade and Investment 

Representative for Europe, the Middle East and 

Africa  

Jonathan is a career specialist in international trade 

and investment who has focused on supporting 

governors and state offices in building international 

partnerships. After graduating from Seton Hall 

University with a degree in diplomacy and 

international relations, Jonathan began work at the 

International Trade Administration, where he assisted 

New Jersey businesses with the export process. He 

then relocated to Washington, DC, where he 

operated as an International Trade Specialist for the 

National Governors Association and a Senior Trade 

Analyst for the US Department of Commerce. 

Jonathan later accepted an opportunity to develop a 

new business attraction and accelerator program for 

the Research & Technology Park in the US Virgin 

Islands, which was a 2020 gold award-winner with the 

International Economic Development Council. After a 

decade of studying and working across the country, 

Jonathan finally made it back to his home state of 

California, where he is excited to support the State’s 

commercial relationships with Europe, the Middle 

East, and Africa. 

Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 

On December 23, 2021, President Biden signed into 

law H.R. 6256 which bans imports from the Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region (Xinjian) of the People’s 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6256
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Republic of China and imposes sanctions on foreign 

individuals responsible for forced labor in the region.  

Global Methane Pledge 

On November 2, 2021, the US, the European Union 

and certain partners formally launched the Global 

Methane Pledge, an initiative to reduce global 

methane emissions to keep the goal of limiting 

warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius within reach. A total 

of 100 countries representing 70% of the global 

economy and nearly half of anthropogenic methane 

emissions have now signed onto the pledge. More 

information is available here. 

Mexico’s Shrimp Imports 

The US and Mexico have been working together on 

sea turtle conservation and a range of bilateral 

fisheries and marine conservation issues. In the past 

several months, the Mexican Government 

implemented a plan of action to strengthen sea turtle 

conservation in its shrimp trawl fisheries, resulting in 

significantly improved used of turtle excluder devices 

by its fishing industry.  

Accordingly, the State Department notified Congress 

on October 21, 2021 of the certification of Mexico 

under Section 609 of United States Public Law 101-

162 which allows for importation of wild-caught 

shrimp into the US from Mexico based on the 

determination that Mexico’s turtle exclude devices 

program is again comparable in effectiveness to the 

US program. More information is available here.  

Natwest Markets Pleads Guilty to Fraud in 

US Treasury Markets 

Natwest Markets Plc, a UK-based global banking and 

financial services firm, pleaded guilty to various fraud 

schemes in the markets for US Treasury securities 

and futures contracts. The firm agreed to pay $35 

million in fines, restitution and forfeiture. More 

information is available here. 

Cryptocurrency 

$56 million in seized cryptocurrency was sold as the 

first step to compensate victims of BitConnect Fraud 

Scheme. This liquidation is the largest single recovery 

of a cryptocurrency fraud by the US as of November 

16, 2021. More information is available here.  

Made in Türkiye 

On December 3, 2021, President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan signed the circular, “Use of the Phrase 

‘Türkiye’ as a Brand,” calling for use of the Turkish 

word for Turkey — “Türkiye” — instead of Turkey, 

Türkei, Turquie or any other foreign language 

equivalent. ”The phrase Türkiye represents and 

expresses the culture, civilization and values of the 

Turkish nation in the best way,” the circular says. “In 

this context, the phrase ‘Made in Türkiye’ is now being 

used instead of ‘Made in Turkey’ on our export 

products, which are the pride of our country in 

international trade.” A copy of circular which was 

promulgated in the Official Gazette in Turkish is 

available here.  

New Domestic Terrorism Unit 

During a Senate Hearing on January 11, 2022, a top 

national security officer said that the Justice 

Department is opening a new unit to investigate acts 

of domestic terrorism. According to the FBI and the 

Justice Department, the number of threats and 

investigations into acts of domestic terrorism have 

increased since 2020. Under federal law, “domestic 

terrorism” is defined as “activities that involve acts 

dangerous to human life that are a violation of the 

criminal laws of the United States or of any State; 

appear to be intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian 

population, to influence the policy of a government by 

intimidation or coercion, or to affect the conduct of a 

government by mass destruction, assassination, or 

kidnapping; and occur primarily within the territorial 

jurisdiction of the United States.” More information is 

available here. 

Ransomware Arrest 

On July 2, 2021, Kaseya, a multinational information 

software company, and its customers were attached 

by ransomware, known as REvil or Sodinokibi. As of 

November 8, 2021, REvil ransomware has been 

deployed on approximately 175,000 computers 

worldwide, with at least $200 million paid in ransom.  

https://www.state.gov/united-states-european-union-and-partners-formally-launch-global-methane-pledge-to-keep-1-5c-within-reach/
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-certifies-mexicos-shrimp-imports/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/natwest-markets-pleads-guilty-fraud-us-treasury-markets
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/56-million-seized-cryptocurrency-being-sold-first-step-compensate-victims-bitconnect-fraud
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2021/12/20211204-5.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/assistant-attorney-general-matthew-g-olsen-delivers-opening-remarks-us-senate-committee
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On August 11, 2021, the Justice Department indicted 

Yaroslav Vasinskyi (also known as Rabotnik) for 

conspiring to commit intentional damage to protected 

computers and to extort in relation to that damage and 

conspiring to commit money laundering.  

According to the indictment, Vasinskyi and co-

conspirators authored REvil software, installed it on 

victims’ computers, resulting in encryption of victims’ 

data, demanded ransom payments from those victim 

and then laundered those payments. More 

information is available here. 

Wife of “El Chapo” Sentenced to Prison for 

Drug Trafficking and Money Laundering 

On November 30, 2021, Emma Coronel Aispuro, the 

wife of Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman Loera, was 

sentenced to 36 months in prison followed by four 

years of supervised release for charges related to 

international drug trafficking, money laundering and 

criminal violation of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin 

Designation Act. More information is available here.  

OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AND INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

Commission Nationale de l'Informatique et 

des Libertés (CNIL) 

By Dan Shefet 

On January 6, 2022, 

the CNIL issued a 

decision finding that 

Facebook and Google 

failed to allow refusal 

of cookies as easily as 

their acceptance. The 

sites at issue are 

facebook.com, 

google.fr and 

youtube.com 

CNIL fined Google 150 million euros and Facebook 

60 million euros, and ordered them to comply within 

three months subject to a daily penalty of 100,000 

euros. 

The sanctions body of the CNIL noted that the 

websites in question offer a single button allowing 

visitors to accept cookies immediately. However, they 

do not provide an equivalent solution (button or other) 

to allow the user to just as easily refuse these 

cookies. Instead, several maneuvers are required to 

refuse cookies, as opposed to a single click when 

accepting them. 

The CNIL found that this procedure/difference 

infringes on the freedom of consent since users 

expect to be able to quickly consult a site and the fact 

that they cannot refuse cookies as easily as accepting 

them influences that choice: Consent is not given 

freely.  

Hence, a violation of Article 82 of the French Data 

Protection Act (implementing the GDPR).  

As a result, CNIL pronounced: 

• two fines totaling 150 million euros against 

Google (90 million euros for Google LLC and 

60 million euros for Google Ireland Limited); 

• 60 million fine against Facebook Ireland 

Limited. 

In addition to the fines, the panel ordered the 

companies to provide Internet users in France, within 

three months, with a means of refusing cookies which 

is as simple as the existing means of accepting them. 

These two decisions are part of the global compliance 

strategy initiated by the CNIL. 

Since March 31, 2021, when the deadline for 

websites and mobile applications to comply with the 

new rules on cookies arrived, the CNIL has adopted 

nearly 100 decisions (formal notices and sanctions) 

related to non-compliance with the legislation on 

cookies. So far, the CNIL has limited the reach of the 

decision to France. 

Organization for Economic Co-Operation 

and Development (OECD) 

On December 20, 2021, the OECD published detailed 

rules regarding the implementation of a landmark 

reform to the international tax system, which will 

ensure that multinational enterprises will be subject to 

a minimum 15% tax rate from 2023.  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-deputy-attorney-general-lisa-o-monaco-and-fbi-director
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/wife-el-chapo-sentenced-prison-drug-trafficking-and-money-laundering
http://facebook.com/
http://google.fr/
http://youtube.com/
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The Pillar Two model rules provide governments a 

precise template for taking forward the two-pillar 

solution to address the tax challenges arising from 

digitalization and globalization of the economy that 

was agreed upon in October 2021 by 137 countries 

and jurisdictions under the OECD/G20 Inclusive 

Framework on Based Erosion and Profit Shifting. 

More information is available here. 

European Parliament 

Digital Markets Act and Digital Services Act 

The EU is working on upgrading the current rules 

governing digital services by introducing the Digital 

Markets Act (DMA) and the Digital Services Act 

(DSA), which creates a single set of rules applicable 

across the EU. The purpose is to address the 

imbalance that currently exists due to the dominant 

position gained by some platforms, which gives them 

a significant advantage over their competitors.  

The purpose of the DMA is to ensure a level playing 

field for all digital companies, regardless of their size. 

The regulation will lay down clear rules for big 

platforms which aim to stop them from imposing unfair 

conditions on businesses and consumers. 

The DSA focuses on creating a safer digital space for 

digital users and companies by protecting 

fundamental rights online. The core concerns are 

trade and exchange of illegal goods, services and 

content online and algorithmic systems amplifying the 

spread of misinformation.  

Parliament debated its position on the DMA on 

December 14, 2021 and passed the DMA on 

December 15, 2021. Negotiations with the EU 

governments are planned to start in the first half of 

2022. 

The internal market committee approved its position 

on the DSA on December 14, 2021. This text will be 

 

2 COP26 is the 26th annual meeting of the Conference of 

Parties, when governments, non-governmental 

organizations, trade unions, businesses and others 

considered and voted on by the whole Parliament in 

January 2022, which would allow for negotiations with 

EU countries in the Council to start in the first half of 

2022. More information is available here. 

United Nations 

COP26 The Glasgow Climate Pact 

COP262 concluded on November 13, 2021 with every 

party at COP26 (representing almost 200 countries) 

agreeing to the Glasgow Climate Pact. This global 

agreement will accelerate action on climate this 

decade and finally completes the Paris Rulebook. 

Click here for more information.  

International Criminal Court (Report of 

Activity — October 2021 to December 2021)  

by T. Sean Butler3 

On-Going Court ProceedingsBetween October and 

December 2021, there were on-going court 

proceedings (trials, confirmation of charges, status 

conferences) for the cases of: Al Hassan (Mali), 

Courtroom III; Yekatom and Ngaissona (Central 

African Republic), Courtroom I; the hearing on review 

of charges on Al Madhi (Mali-sentence reduced by 2 

yrs.); confirmation of charges on Said (Central African 

Republic-some charges confirmed, some rejected.) A 

calendar of proceedings is available on the ICC 

website, at the bottom of the entry page.  

Trust Fund for VictimsArchbishop Desmond Tutu 

was on the first board of directors of the Trust Fund 

for Victims (TFV). His participation helped promote 

the TFV and we recall his many contributions with his 

passing. The Rome Treaty includes provisions for 

reparations for victims of the crimes committed by 

those convicted. The TFV was established by the 

Assembly of State Parties (ASP) to deal with 

reparations and is funded by voluntary contributions. 

There has been a recent focus on the need for 

interested in climate change meet to review and negotiate 

global action.  

3 Attorney-at-Law, Los Angeles; Chair, International 

Criminal Court Alliance. 

https://www.oecd.org/tax/beps/tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-global-anti-base-erosion-model-rules-pillar-two.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/digital-markets-act-ensuring-fair-and-open-digital-markets_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/digital-markets-act-ensuring-fair-and-open-digital-markets_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/digital-services-act-ensuring-safe-and-accountable-online-environment_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/digital/20211209STO19124/eu-digital-markets-act-and-digital-services-act-explained
https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COP26-Presidency-Outcomes-The-Climate-Pact.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1635
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1635


  ILS NEWS (JANUARY 2022) 

 

 

 

 Page 6 

funding of the Trust Fund for Victims and the part of 

the treaty that deals with reparative justice. Several 

nations have answered the call for the contributions. 

More information regarding TFV is available here.  

Prosecutor Announces Policy Initiative 

Regarding Persecution on Ground of Gender 

Prosecutor Karim Khan announced public 

consultations on advancing accountability for 

persecution on the grounds of gender. See this link.  

Prosecutor Appoints Special Advisor on Mutual 

Legal Assistance 

Yoshimitsu Yamauchi of Japan was appointed 

Special Advisor on Mutual Legal Assistance. More 

information is available here.  

Assembly of State Parties 

The 20th Assembly of State Parties (ASP) was 

conducted from December 6-10, 2021. Five 

resolutions were adopted by unanimous consent, 

regarding budget, cooperation, review of the ICC 

system, recommendations of the Group of 

Independent Experts, and on strengthening the ICC 

and ASP. Two deputy prosecutors were elected for 

terms of 9 yrs. Five members of the board of directors 

of the TFV were elected. Nine members of the 

advisory committee on nomination of judges were 

elected. There were side events conducted on 

particular subjects including the Independent Experts 

Report, cooperation and complementarity, review 

mechanisms, transparency and participation of civil 

society, gender in international criminal law, vetting of 

elections, vetoes blocking referrals, proposed 

amendments including the crime of ecocide, and 

cyber-attacks as crimes within the jurisdiction of the 

ICC. More information about the ASP can be found 

here.  

Central African Republic 

The trial of Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona and Alfred 

Yekatom opened February 21, 2021 in Trial Chamber 

V for war crimes and crimes against humanity 

including directing attacks on civilian populations is 

ongoing. 

On December 8, 2021, Pre-Trial Chamber II 

confirmed some charges and rejected others in the 

case against Mahamat Said Abdel Kani. Charges that 

he was either a direct co-participant or ordered or 

induced crimes against humanity as part of the 

Central Office for the Repression of Banditry in 

Bangui (CAR) between April 12, 2013 and August 30, 

2013 were confirmed, while charges of crimes against 

humanity and war crimes allegedly committed at the 

Extraordinary Committee for the Defense of 

Democratic Achievements in Bangui (CAR) between 

mid-September 2013 and November 8 2013 were 

rejected. Leave to appeal may be requested and the 

time for requesting leave to appeal has not passed. 

More information is available here.  

Kenya 

On September 30, 2021, Trial Chamber III set the 

opening of the trial of Paul Gicheru, accused of 

offenses against the administration of justice by 

corruptly influencing witnesses, for February 15, 

2022.  

Mali 

The trial of Al Hassan continues. He is accused of 

crimes against humanity and war crimes, consisting 

of crimes of sexual violence in Mali between April 

2012 and January 2013.   

Venezuela I 

On November 3, 2021, the Prosecutor announced 

that the preliminary examination on the referral by a 

group of nations on September 27, 2018 regarding 

the situation in Venezuela was complete and moved 

to the investigation stage. A Memorandum of 

Understanding between the government of 

Venezuela and the Office of the Prosecutor was also 

announced. The statement by the Prosecutor, with a 

link to the Memorandum of Understanding, is 

available here. 

Preliminary Examinations 

There are ongoing preliminary examinations 

regarding:  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/tfv
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1637
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1633
https://asp.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/asp/sessions/documentation/20th%20session/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1635
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1625
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• Alleged crimes against humanity committed 

in the context of the September 28, 2009 

events in Conakry, Guinea; 

• The preliminary examination concluded with 

a determination to request authorization from 

the Pre-Trial Chamber to open an 

investigation regarding Nigeria and Boko 

Haram; 

• Alleged crimes committed in the situation in 

Ukraine since November 21, 2013; 

• Alleged crimes committed from second 

situation, a self-referral made by Venezuela 

(Venezuela II) on February 14, 2020; and 

• Alleged crimes against humanity committed 

in Bolivia in August 2020. 

The preliminary examination regarding alleged war 

crimes committed since November 1, 2009 and 

alleged crimes against humanity committed since 

November 1, 2002 in Colombia is on hold pursuant to 

an October 28, 2021 agreement between the 

Prosecutor and the government of Colombia based 

on the understanding that domestic authorities are 

able and willing to proceed with investigations and 

prosecutions. ICC investigations for Colombia are 

deferred. 

IMMIGRATION SEGMENT 

Suspension of Entry of Certain Immigrants 

Lifted by Recent Proclamation Signed by 

President Biden on January 1, 2022 

By Payal Sinha 

On December 28, 2021, 

President Biden signed “A 

Proclamation on Revoking 

Proclamation 10315.” This 

Presidential proclamation 

rescinds the prior 

proclamation of November 

26, 2021 (Suspension of 

Entry as Immigrants and 

Nonimmigrants of Certain 

Additional Persons Who Pose a Risk of Transmitting 

Coronavirus Disease 2019). The prior proclamation 

suspended the entry of certain noncitizens traveling 

as immigrants or nonimmigrants who were physically 

present in Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe 

during the 14-day period prior to their entry or 

attempted entry into the US. 

Pursuant to President Biden’s proclamation, as of 

January 1, 2022, P.P. 10315 will no longer prevent 

visa issuance to individuals subject to that 

Proclamation. Consular sections in Botswana, 

Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 

South Africa and Zimbabwe will resume routine 

nonimmigrant and immigrant visa services to the 

extent they are able. Applicants whose cases were 

refused solely due to their presence in a country 

covered by a regional COVID proclamation should 

contact the embassy or consulate where they made 

the application to request reconsideration. 

In the light of recent CDC guidelines, international air 

travelers to the US from all countries, regardless of 

citizenship or vaccination status, must take a COVID-

19 test within one day of departure and show a 

negative test result before they board a flight to the 

US. That requirement has strengthened the already 

stringent international travel protocols that the US has 

imposed, including requirements for noncitizens to be 

fully vaccinated, subject to limited exceptions, and for 

travelers to wear face masks on commercial 

conveyances and at US transportation hubs. More 

Information can be found here. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

2021-2022 Executive Committee 

Chair:   Tiffany Heah 

Vice Chairs:  Richard Bainter 

Cathy Carlisle 

Secretary:  Melissa Allain 

Treasurer:  Agustín Ceballos 

ILS NEWS:  Cathy Carlisle (Editor-in-Chief)  

Melissa Allain (Managing Editor) 

Members: Daniel Alef  

Robert E. Lutz 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/28/a-proclamation-on-revoking-proclamation-10315/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/28/a-proclamation-on-revoking-proclamation-10315/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/28/a-proclamation-on-revoking-proclamation-10315/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/rescission-of-travel-restrictions-on-botswana-eswatini-lesotho-malawi-mozambique-namibia-south-africa-and-zimbabwe.html
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Hon. James P. Kleinberg (Ret.) 

Payal Sinha 

  Bob Bowen 

  Eric Husby 

ILS Representative: Enrique Hernandez 

Immediate Past Chair: William Tolin Gay 

Section Manager:  Mycah Hetzler 

Looking for Executive Committee Members 

We are now accepting applications to join the 2022-

2023 Executive Committee. This is a great 

opportunity for you to interact with other ILS members 

including our foreign bar friends and create lifelong 

friendships. We are always looking for individuals 

who are passionate about international or immigration 

law. Click here for more information. Click here to 

download the application form. 

FOREIGN BAR AND EXTERNAL 

RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Chairs: Joshua Surowitz and Harumi Hata 

Any ILS member interested in joining the Foreign 

Relations Committee of ILS should contact us at 

ils@calawyers.org. The Committee is currently 

scheduled to meet at 3 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of 

each month. The next meeting will be on January 25, 

2022. 

Barcelona Bar Event 

On February 4, 2022, the Barcelona Bar Association 

in collaboration with the European Bars Federation 

will be holding a virtual meeting with the international 

legal community. The topic for discussion at this 

roundtable will be: Protecting Human Rights under 

International Law: New Approach to Deal with Long 

Lasting Problems. If you are interested in joining this 

webinar, please click here to register for the program. 

 

PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Chair: Richard Bainter 

Anyone interested in organizing a webinar or 

interested in speaking about a particular topic that 

would be of interest to ILS members should email us 

at ils@calawyers.org. The Committee is currently 

scheduled to meet at 1 p.m. on the second Tuesday 

of each month. 

Collaboration with the Law Society of 

Ireland Highlights EU Digital Services Act 

ILS partnered with the Law Society of Ireland to 

produce a webinar on the EU Digital Services Act 

(DSA). The DSA will introduce a common set of rules 

for digital platforms, including a modernized liability 

regime for online intermediaries and new 

transparency obligations for combatting illegal 

content. The proposed new rules will apply to 

companies that provide services within the EU, 

regardless of where they are headquartered. As a 

result, it will impact many California-based companies 

that operate in Europe. 

Ms. Irene Roche Laguna presented an overview of 

the proposed act. She is the Deputy Head of the 

Digital Services and Platforms Unit within the 

European Commission Directorate-General for 

https://calawyers.org/cla/appointment-process/
https://calawyers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021-12-10-2021-2022-Appointments-Form-FINAL.pdf
mailto:ils@calawyers.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EMd96ivNS36WGjuy-4Fvmg
mailto:ils@calawyers.org
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Communications Networks, Content and Technology. 

Ms. Victoria de Posson presented the industry 

perspective. She is a Senior Manager, Public Policy 

in the Brussels office of the Computer & 

Communications Industry Association.  

The live program attracted over 90 participants from 

all over the world. This program is the third 

collaboration between ILS and the Law Society of 

Ireland. We are looking forward to more joint 

programs and activities in the future, including 

possible in-person meetings later in 2022. The Digital 

Services Act program is now available in the CLA 

catalog. You can access it here. 

For additional materials, click on the following links 

below: 

• The digital services balancing act: three 

questions for EU lawmakers;  

• DSA: How proposed marketplace obligations 

could hurt European small businesses;  

• EU Lawmakers may want to think twice 

before banning targeted ads; 

• The DSA can't be everything to everybody.  

• Project Disco 

ILS Program Discusses Novel Labor Dispute 

Resolution Provisions in the USMCA 

ILS organized a joint program last October with the 

Mexican National Association of Business Lawyers 

(ANADE) to discuss the first labor complaints brought 

under the Rapid Response Mechanism of the United 

States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). The 

USMCA, which took effect in July 2020, replaced the 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

NAFTA had contained mechanisms for settling 

investor-state disputes and disputes between the 

parties. However, the Rapid Response Labor 

Mechanism is an additional, new procedure that 

provides for expedited enforcement of workers’ free 

association and collective bargaining rights at a 

specific business. 

These new developments in international law were 

discussed by Alfredo Kupfer, Ken Smith and Daniel 

Rangel. Daniel is Research Director for the Global 

Trade Watch at Public Citizen and was involved in 

drafting the first complaint under the Rapid Response 

Mechanism. Ken is a partner at Agon where he 

focuses on helping international clients to identify 

trade and foreign direct investment opportunities 

derived from the new generation of Free Trade 

Agreements to which Mexico is a party. Alfredo heads 

his firm’s Labor, Social Security and Immigration 

practice group and advises local and foreign clients in 

complex labor and employment matters. A recording 

of the program can be found at this link. 

 

1/19/2022 Webinar: Cannabis and Hemp: 

Opportunities and Pitfalls for the Foreign 

Investor 

This webinar will discuss cannabis and hemp, 

including its cultivation and processing, its potential 

uses, and its current legal status. The latter part of the 

webinar will discuss investment opportunities and 

potential pitfalls for immigrants. 

 

https://cla.inreachce.com/Details/Information/7bba9173-361b-4455-88b1-2c8a27ba8260
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F101321-the-digital-services-balancing-act-three-questions-for-eu-lawmakers%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052275720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qUU4BkqhPOgwCF%2BUd41NErPuRHqorY8iA52TSeeM0S4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F101321-the-digital-services-balancing-act-three-questions-for-eu-lawmakers%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052275720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qUU4BkqhPOgwCF%2BUd41NErPuRHqorY8iA52TSeeM0S4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F102821-dsa-how-proposed-marketplace-obligations-could-hurt-europes-small-businesses%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052285675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EdillLiTxLy0wTDpiLVOcr%2FFaDEWpd2AQVIkq1bX1qA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F102821-dsa-how-proposed-marketplace-obligations-could-hurt-europes-small-businesses%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052285675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EdillLiTxLy0wTDpiLVOcr%2FFaDEWpd2AQVIkq1bX1qA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F110921-eu-lawmakers-may-want-to-think-twice-before-banning-targeted-ads%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052285675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lOJH0%2B2nzQToHaloHAGSQRmQZHDQXuT9jkwuYpsxP9A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F110921-eu-lawmakers-may-want-to-think-twice-before-banning-targeted-ads%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052285675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lOJH0%2B2nzQToHaloHAGSQRmQZHDQXuT9jkwuYpsxP9A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Feuropean-union%2F090721-the-digital-services-act-cant-be-everything-to-everybody%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052295630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XUVN1dx2pP%2F2WaiTasGVZJBDhtTsgIqKSB2EXbASPuI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.project-disco.org%2Fauthor%2Fvposson%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cccarlisle%40yukelaw.com%7C4ef6fcf09b884110f18b08d9ab76844c%7Ca241b32fc3aa4fb5a9b399341cb04526%7C0%7C0%7C637729350052305595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xFym4CGe4vMBLwXD9SK%2F96pazdCS4uWgZgton%2BYjYSw%3D&reserved=0
https://sanchezdevanny.com/abogados/socios/alfredo-kupfer
http://agon.mx/en/kenneth-smith-ramos-2/
https://www.citizen.org/about/person/daniel-rangel/
https://www.citizen.org/about/person/daniel-rangel/
https://cla.inreachce.com/Details/Information/5f73353c-6da0-4e4a-ad97-5957c5689b44
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1/19/2022 Webinar: Global Commercial 

Leasing: Beginner’s Guide to Commercial 

Real Estate Leasing in Japan 

Topics to be covered include: lease economics, lease 

registration, assignment and subletting, landlord 

remedies, tenant remedies for landlord defaults, 

lease exit strategies, typical security deposit 

requirements, formalities of lease execution, relevant 

tax issues, extension protocols and local cultural 

norms that may affect negotiations. 

3/14/2022 to 3/18/2022 – California 

International Arbitration Week 

Join the CLA and leading arbitration institutions and 

organizations from around the world in a week-long 

series of complimentary virtual/hybrid programs 

celebrating international arbitration in California. ILS 

is sponsoring this exciting event. Registration online 

by clicking here.  

The Week is hosted by the ADR Committee of the 

CLA Litigation Section. Presenters include: 

• American Arbitration 

Association/International Centre for Dispute 

Resolution (AAA/ICDR) 

• Arbitral Women 

• Asia International Arbitration Centre (AIAC) 

• California Arbitration (CalArb.org) 

• California Lawyers Association (CLA) 

• Chartered Institute of Arbitrators – North 

American Branch (CIArb) 

• College of Commercial Arbitrators (CCA) 

• CPR International Institute for Conflict 

Prevention & Resolution (CPR) 

• FedArb 

• Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre 

(HKIAC) 

• ICC Court of Arbitration (ICC) 

• JAMS 

• Korea Commercial Arbitration Board 

International (KCAB) 

• London Court of International Arbitration 

(LCIA) 

• Shenzhen Court of International Arbitration 

(SCIA) 

• Silicon Valley Arbitration & Mediation Center 

(SVAMC) 

• Singapore International Arbitration Centre 

(SIAC) 

• Straus Institute/Pepperdine University 

• University of Southern California (USC) 

Full program details and schedule coming soon. 

SAVE THE DATE – 2022 CLA Annual 

Meeting 

This year, CLA will be hosting its Annual Meeting at 

the San Diego Hilton Bayfront from September 15, 

2022 to September 17, 2022. In the past, we have 

received visiting delegations from Japan, France, 

Malaysia, Mexico and Vietnam and we are hoping to 

have a large and diverse group of foreign attorneys 

attend the 2022 CLA Annual Meeting. More to be 

revealed. 

FUTURE WEBINAR – New Model Contract 

Clauses to Protect Workers’ Human Rights 

in Supply Chains (aka “Clauses for 

Causes”) 

We are planning a webinar to be led by core members 

of an American Bar Association Business Law 

Section working group that has developed a set of 

model contract clauses (the MCCs) and a responsible 

purchasing code of conduct (the Buyer Code) to 

better protect workers' human rights in supply chains. 

The MCCs and the Buyer Code can be included in 

international supply agreements between purchasing 

firms (e.g., retailers or brands) and their suppliers 

(e.g., manufacturers, factories, farms, fishing 

companies). The MCCs are designed to improve the 

social and human rights performance of international 

supply contracts, and, by extension, global supply 

chains. Their adoption promotes the "S" in ESG 

(Environmental, Social and (Corporate) Governance) 

and supports mission implementation for purpose-

driven businesses. It would enable companies to be 

more closely aligned with the UN Guiding Principles 

on Business and Human Rights and the OECD 

guidance for multinational enterprises. It would also 

facilitate compliance with the emerging legal 

https://calawyers.org/event/webinar-global-commercial-leasing-beginners-guide-to-commercial-real-estate-leasing-in-ireland/
https://calawyers.org/event/webinar-global-commercial-leasing-beginners-guide-to-commercial-real-estate-leasing-in-ireland/
https://calawyers.org/event/webinar-global-commercial-leasing-beginners-guide-to-commercial-real-estate-leasing-in-ireland/
https://pheedloop.com/register/CAInternationalArbitrationWeek2022/attendee/?
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requirements coming out of the EU pertaining to 

human rights due diligence. More to be revealed. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Chairs: Agustin Ceballos and Brian Arbetter 

UCLA School of Law 

On February 18, 2021, UCLA School of Law hosted 

the event “Pathways to International Law Practice” via 

Zoom with the International and Immigration Law 

Section of the California Lawyers Association. The 

speakers were Payal Sinha (immigration and family 

law), William Gay from Wilson Elser Moskowitz 

Edelman & Dicker LLP (business/corporate law), 

Adrian Martinez from Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves 

and Savitch (international corporate and commercial 

litigation/family law) and Agustin Ceballos from 

Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek (international tax and 

estate planning). The event was moderated by 

Jessica Peake, who is the Director of the International 

and Comparative Law Program at UCLA School of 

Law. The speakers described their personal 

background, work experience in their field, how they 

came to be where they are, and offered insight on a 

career path in the international arena.    

USC Gould School of Law 

On October 6, 2021, the Career Services and the 

Graduate & International Programs of USC Gould 

School of Law virtually hosted“Pathways to 

International Law Practice,” and event organized with 

the International and Immigration Law Section of the 

California Lawyers Association. The participants in 

this event were Harumi Hata of Buchalter (corporate 

law), Adrian Martinez from Procopio, Cory, 

Hargreaves and Savitch (international corporate and 

commercial litigation/family law), and Jan Bejar of the 

Law Offices of Jan Joseph Bejar (immigration law). 

The event was moderated by Agustin Ceballos of 

Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek (international tax and 

estate planning). This event was focused on helping 

both J.D. and LL.M. students define a career path in 

their chosen international area of the law.  

The International Law and Immigration Section, 

thanks UCLA School of Law and USC Gould School 

of Law for hosting these events! The Section is 

looking forward to organizing these programs in the 

future for the benefit of your students. 

Meeting with the Delegation of Ukrainian 

Entrepreneurs 

 

On November 8, 2021, Seltzer Caplan McMahon 

Vitek hosted 23 Ukrainian business leaders who were 

visiting San Diego through the San Diego Diplomacy 

Council’s Program ‘Ukrainian Business Leaders: 

Promoting Innovation and Entrepreneurship.’ 

Agustin Ceballos, an Executive Committee Member 

of the International and Immigration Law Section of 

the California Lawyers Association, spoke to these 

business leaders about the general ways of doing 

business in the U.S. including but not limited choice 

of entities, pre-negotiation strategies for cross-border 

transactions, and the potential hurdles that can be 

found related to the formation and operation of 

business entities. The goal of the session was to 

capitalize on Agustin’s experience and expertise in 

the fields business law and international tax, as well 

as sharing details on the strong relationship San 

Diego has with Mexico in business sectors. 

IMMIGRATION LAW COMMITTEE  
Chairs: Joshua Surowitz and Payal Sinha 

Monthly Immigration Updates 

The immigration committee currently compiles 

immigration updates on a monthly basis. Please 

check out the monthly immigration updates available 

on the ILS website. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/5cBGCmZEXrcPXjgLHOOrIT/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/5cBGCmZEXrcPXjgLHOOrIT/
https://calawyers.org/tag/immigration-update/
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EVENTS BY OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS, INSTITUTIONS 

AND GROUPS 

4/26/2022 to 4/29/2022 ABA ILS 2022 Annual 

Conference in Washington DC 

The ABA International Law Section will be organizing 

its first-in person Annual Conference since 2019. This 

year’s Annual Conference will focus on “re-

emergence,” i.e., where the US is re-emerging as a 

leading member of the international legal community. 

Click here for more information. 

SAVE THE DATE: 7/27/2022 to 7/29/2022 

ABA 2022 Los Angeles Summer Conference 

The Summer Conference will identify critical 

emerging issues, highlight the international legal work 

being done in Los Angeles and introduce the firms 

doing that work to the members of the ABA ILS and 

larger international legal community. More to be 

revealed.  

THINKING OF STARTING YOUR 

OWN LAW PRACTICE? 
By Tiffany Heah 

According to the Census Bureau, there is a huge 

spike of businesses created during the pandemic. 

You have probably been thinking about becoming 

your own boss for a while now, but you are hesitant 

to pull the trigger. I understand how scary it must be 

to no longer receive a regular paycheck but once you 

have gone past that hurdle, you would probably look 

back and wonder why you did not decide to be your 

own boss sooner. I have not met a single person who 

regretted becoming his/her own boss. For those who 

have been debating about starting their own law 

practice, here are some tips for you: 

Make sure you have savings 

Before you take the leap, make sure that you have 

some savings to take care of your bills for at least six 

months. It would also be a good time for you to 

downsize your current lifestyle. This will alleviate any 

pressure that you get from starting your own law 

practice. Depending on how you want to operate your 

law practice, there are some costs to setting up your 

own law practice, so you need to do some research 

and figure out how much to set aside so you don’t 

have to worry about paying the bills for at least the 

next six months.  

Figure out how you will be getting clients 

Think about the kind of clients that you want to attract 

and the kind of cases that you want to work on. The 

best clients are usually from referrals. It is also a good 

idea to team up with someone who practices a 

different area of law so both of you can service the 

same client. Don’t just limit your networking with other 

attorneys, other professionals can also be an 

excellent source of referral such as accountants, 

bankers, insurance agents, financial advisors and the 

list goes on.  

Should you operate as a sole proprietor or a 

corporate entity 

It is always a good idea to have an accountant to help 

you figure out what is the best way to minimize your 

tax exposure. Your projected income would be a good 

indication to decide whether to operate as a sole 

proprietor or a corporate entity. If you do decide to 

operate as a corporate entity, don’t forget to check all 

the rules and requirements of operating as law 

corporation. 

Get your house in order 

When you decide to start your own law practice, you 

will have some downtime in the beginning. This is an 

excellent time to take care of all the administrative 

stuff such as applying for an EIN number, applying for 

your business license, purchasing malpractice 

insurance, setting up your website, opening your 

business bank account, applying for a business credit 

card and so on. Take care of all this early on so that 

you do not get overwhelmed when you start taking on 

new cases. 

Automate as much as possible 

We spend too much time taking care of administrative 

work. Currently there are so many apps and software 

available to help you operate your law practice more 

efficiently. Try and automate as much as possible 

https://web.cvent.com/event/fd790076-f60f-4185-b772-158d301dd624/summary
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from your time entries, to billing to keeping track of 

deadlines. It will be money well spent. 

Talk to your friends 

If you are completely clueless about starting your own 

law practice, talk to your friends who are running their 

own law practice and I am sure that they will be willing 

to give you some tips about how you can set up your 

own law practice. Who knows, they may also be 

willing to refer cases to you to help kick start your own 

law practice.  

ILS NEWS 

Editor-in-Chief: Cathy Carlisle 

Managing Editor: Melissa Allain 

Please submit articles (150-500 words), ideas, 

comments, notices, current developments and new 

publication announcements to us at 

ils@calawyers.org.  

Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 

and are not necessarily those of the California 

Lawyers Association or of the International Law and 

Immigration Section. 

 

BENEFITS OF JOINING ILS 

• Fastcase legal research – Free access to a 

powerful service that puts a comprehensive, 

nationwide law library at your fingertips 

(valued at $995/year). 

• Membership rate to the CLA Annual Meeting, 

Solo Summit, and other distinguished CLA 

events.  

• The California International Law Journal 

subscription – features in-depth treatment of 

important practice topics, forms of 

agreements used in international practice, 

and other information of interest to cross-

border practitioners. 

• ILS NEWS – designed to keep members up 

to date about international legal 

developments in transnational commercial 

and public law and Section activities. 

• Monthly Immigration Update – designed to 

keep members up to date about immigration 

developments ranging from business based 

to humanitarian-based immigration issues. 

• Lexology feeds subscription – source of 

international legal updates, analysis and 

insights authored by national and 

international law firms. If you previously 

unsubscribed and would like to resubscribe, 

please update your preferences here. 

• Get high-quality MCLE content online in the 

format that works best for you: live webinars, 

on-demand video, downloadable podcasts, 

and self-study articles. 

• 6.5 free hours of self-study MCLE Credit and 

one hour of free MCLE each month in the 

form of a webinar. 

• Up-to-date California legislation tracking. 

• Access to CLA Career Center. 

• Exclusive discounted offers on house 

appliances, car rentals and more at CalBar 

Connect. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media - Facebook, 

LinkedIn and Twitter.  

SPONSORS 

For more information on how you and/or your firm 

might support the International Law and Immigration 

Section and receive acknowledgement, please email 

us at ils@calawyers.org. 

mailto:ils@calawyers.org
https://calawyers.org/fastcase/
https://calawyers.org/section/international-law/publications/
https://calawyers.org/tag/international-law-section-enews/
https://www.lexology.com/account/details.aspx
https://calawyers.org/education/
https://calawyers.org/education/free-mcle-for-cla-members/
https://calawyers.org/cla/bill-tracking/
https://jobs.calawyers.org/?_ga=2.114183808.668876345.1597632662-361883740.1573776250
https://www.calbarconnect.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CLAInternationalLaw/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/5078694/
https://twitter.com/CLA_ILS
mailto:ils@calawyers.org

